

[image: ]
Student Handout 2
Persuasion Power
Student Research

Name:________________________________________________________ Class:___________

Use the internet to research and analyze information in order to answer the following questions. Go to the website www.AIPRO.org then go to “Programs” dropdown box.  Select Advocacy; then click on the link to AIPRO’s online Advocacy Center.  Under “Action Tools” select “Government 101” or go directly to:  http://www.bipac.net/page.asp?g=aiproaction&content=government_info&parent=bipac

Read the section on “How a Bill Becomes a Law,” then answer the following question:

1. How do they designate one bill from another and how do they name these pieces of legislation? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is the control of the political party numbers in the chamber, whether the House or the Senate, so important? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is a filibuster and what impact can it have on the legislation? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What happens to a bill if it does not pass through both chambers? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe the president’s options when a bill comes to his desk from the Congress. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Turn this in when completed, and then begin the project assignment on the following page.

Name:  _____________________________________________________ Class: _____________

PROJECT ASSIGNMENT  

Choose one of the following projects to complete.  Due date: ___________________________ 

Project 1: Choose one of our current Arkansas Senators or Representatives in Washington D.C. and read the section in “GOVERNMENT 101” from the AIPRO.org website. Look under “Helpful Tips” for the section Tips on Writing to Your Elected Officials.
Now write a letter to your chosen government official persuading them to vote for or against a current piece of legislation related to energy in America. You will use www.Thomas.gov to help you find a current piece of legislation and cite the specific name and assigned bill number as a reference in your letter. (For example: H.R. 555 Improving Pipeline Safety Regulations)
The letter should be at least 3 typed paragraphs and be in a business appropriate format with the current Washington D.C. address for the legislator. (You may want to refer to the ECONGRESS unit on the www.youthleadership.net website under the letter writing guide as a resource.)

Print this letter and sign your name. Turn this in for a grade and then this will be mailed to your chosen legislator.

Project 2: Choose one of the current members of Congress representing Arkansas.  Look at recent pieces of legislation and how your chosen official voted on these issues.  

Investigate and research items on the legislator’s personal website with past interviews and articles that would indicate this person’s stance on the future of the energy industry in America. 
Now write a new short speech that your member of Congress would deliver to registered voters in Arkansas to encourage them to support this stance. 

Next you will need to go to the internet and find a “headshot”, or close up picture of your candidate. Save this photo and go to the website www.blabberize.com. You will create a free account and upload this picture of your candidate. Follow the directions to create a moveable mouth on your candidate’s photo. Now simply record your voice reading the speech so that it appears that your candidate is delivering your speech. Save this work and be ready to present this to the class/group/teacher.
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